CALENDAR FOR THE COLLEGE PROCESS
Junior Year
October
· Take the PSAT (Qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship).
February 

· Have your first individual meeting with your College Counselor. This is mainly a “getting to know you” meeting. We discuss, toward the end of the meeting, your tentative plans and goals for applying college. Based on this discussion, we draw up a preliminary college list. 
· The ACT is offered in February for students who wish to add this to their standardized testing credentials.  You should discuss taking the ACT with your counselor before registering. 
· Begin research into tentative college choices based on – 

· Student’s individual needs and goals

· Student’s grades, rigor of the curriculum, standardized test scores, etc. relative to the selectivity of the college being explored

March 

· Visit colleges during March break. Have a tour and, if possible, an interview at each college you visit. Note you must call ahead to schedule an interview at each school. 
April 

· The ACT is offered in April for interested students. 

· Continue to meet with your College Counselor to discuss (among other things): 

· Research you’ve done on your preliminary college list 

· Course selections for your Senior year

· SAT Subject Tests to be taken in June 

· Teacher recommendations and writing the college essay 

May 

· Take the SAT Reasoning Test 
· Attend the College Fair over Spring Parents’ Weekend.
· Continue to meet individually with your college counselor.
· Begin to contact colleges for information.
June

· Final exams and end-of-year grades (a strong showing is important!).
· Take SAT Subject Tests. 

· The ACT is offered in June for interested students. 

· A summer mailing is sent home to parents of rising Seniors, which will include:

· A preliminary college list based on the student’s meetings with his/her college counselor
· Transcript through the fifth form year

· Suggestions regarding interviews at colleges

· Information on college application procedures

June – August 
· College visits and interviews (summer is a busy time for most colleges; call early for appointments)

· The TOEFL test available in many location for international students. All international students who speak English as a second language must take the TOEFL. 
· Begin working on your college essay (visit the Common Application website online at www.commonapp.org for suggested topics) 

· Register in August for the SAT Reasoning Test in October. You must do this on your own, online, by setting up an account on the College Board website (www.collegeboard.com). 

· Save a graded English or history paper for later use.

Senior Year
September 

· Ask one or two teachers for a recommendation

· Meet with your college counselor individually to discuss: 
· What you did over the summer

· College visits and interviews you went on
· Changes in your college list

· Procedures regarding application process

· Register on line for the November and/or December SAT’s (either Reasoning Test or Subject Test)

September – November 

· College Seminar – A required, non-graded course for all Sixth Formers, held once a week. Covers all aspects of the college process.

· Visits to the high school by representatives from colleges and universities. A list of visiting representatives will be posted in ENTER WHERE AND WHEN. (Visits are informational only – not for interviews).

· Continue individual meetings with college counselor, and finalize list of colleges.

October 

· Register for December SAT Reasoning Test or SAT Subject Tests.
· Take the SAT Reasoning Test.
· The ACT is offered in October for interested students. 

· For students applying for financial aid – register online for the CSS Profile. 

· October 15th – Students applying Early Decision and Early Action must fill out the Transcript Request Form by this date, and must hand in any additional forms (e.g., Secondary School Report forms, etc.) to the College Counseling Office.

· If you have not already done so, ask one or two teachers for a recommendation.

November 

· SAT Reasoning Test or SAT Subject Tests (only date for the Language with Listening SAT Subject Test).
· For students applying for financial aid – FAFSA (Free Application for Financial Aid) form available online. 

· November 1st or 15th – Early Decision/Action applications due at many colleges.
Thanksgiving Break 

· Students must turn in their Transcript Request Form to the College Counseling Office before they leave for Thanksgiving break if they are applying to colleges with a January due date.  

December

· Take the SAT Reasoning Test or SAT Subject Test (if necessary).
· The ACT is offered in December for interested students. 

· Report SAT scores to colleges.
· December 15th – Results of many Early Decision/ Action applications come in.
· Most applications should be submitted to colleges or universities by the end of the month.

January
· January 1st or January 15th – Deadline for many college applications

· File financial aid forms (e.g., FAFSA, CSS Profile, forms required by individual colleges), if applying for financial aid. 
· January 22nd – SAT 1 or SAT 2 (the January SAT is still accepted by most colleges and universities).
April 

· Colleges notify students of admissions decisions. Notify the College Counseling Office of all decisions – admit, deny, and waitlist – as you receive them! 
· Decision-making time, based on college acceptances. Some college re-visits will be allowed. (Note that students are allowed three college visit days per year). 

May 

· May 1st – Deposit due date for all colleges and universities. This is the final deadline for sending your deposit and notifying a college that you plan to attend. 

June

· Final transcript forwarded to colleges for review. (Remember that your admission to a college is based on finishing your senior year in good academic standing.)
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