[image: image1.wmf]WHAT COLLEGES WANT 

FROM YOU …

1. ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS - THIS IS THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF YOUR APPLICATION
a. High School Transcript

i. Grades

ii. Quality of Courses

iii. Have you taken the most rigorous course load that you could manage?

iv. Strong junior year

v. Has there been improvement over the four years of high school?

vi. High school performance in relation to your class

vii. Academic Honors and awards (including Effort Honor Roll)

b. Testing

i. SAT 1 scores  (do they match your high school performance)

ii. SAT 2 scores (the most selective colleges require these)

iii. ACT scores in lieu of SAT 1 scores

iv. TOEFL if English is not your first language.  (However, they still will look at your SAT 1 verbal score)

v. NOTE:  There are schools that do not require testing

2. ADMISSIONS ESSAY

a. Strong, well-written, interesting essay

3. EXTRA-CURRICULARS

a. Strong commitment to 1-4 activities for several years of high school e.g. yearbook, newspaper, GSA, tour guide, literary magazine, Amnesty International

b. Community Service (this is INCREASINGLY important)

c. Strong summer programs – academic, service oriented, internships and jobs

4. RECOMMENDATIONS

a. Strong teacher recommendations

b. Strong School Statement

c. Optional recommendations ONLY if they shed light on you in a way that no-one else can

5.  VISITS/ INTERVIEWS/DEMONSTRATED INTEREST

a. A strong interview can help your application

b. Some schools are now considering whether or not you have visited, contacted them or interviewed as a significant factor in your application

6. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

a. Alumni connections or legacy

b. Siblings at the same college

c. Institutional priorities

d. Number of Applicants from KHS

e. Reputation of KHS

