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Early Fall 2011

NEACAC
Summer Institute, in its 36th 
year, welcomed secondary 
school counselors and college 
admission officers from New 
England, and as far away as 
Indiana, to the banks of the 
Merrimack River Valley and 
Southern New Hampshire 
University from July 25-28. 
Designed as a professional 
development opportunity for 
educators with less than two 
years of experience in the field 
of college admission, the In-
stitute hosted 77 participants, 
14 faculty members and 6 guest speakers to a week of learning, sharing, 
networking, and oh yes, singing, too, karaoke style. 

Kicking off the week’s full agenda were Steve Thomas, Director of 
Admission at Colby College and Greg Williams, Director of College 
Counseling at The Westminster School, who inspired the audience 
with their wit, expertise and experiences in the profession. Their 
humor and relaxed approach to discussing current trends in the field 
set the right tone for the week ahead. Curriculum Sessions led by the 
Institute’s faculty were the heart and soul of the program. The group 
was divided into 3 tracks: College Admission 0-6 months, College 
Admission 7-24 months and Secondary School Counseling. Anthony 
Berry from Trinity College, who served as Chair, and Courtney Sker-
ritt from the Hockaday School in Dallas, TX, as Co-Chair, steered a 
talented and experienced group of faculty members, which included: 
Shawn Ahern (Boston College High School), Pam Appleton (Philips 
Exeter Academy), Michelle Beauregard (Bryant University), Julie 
Bragg (Granby High School), Heather Deardorff (St. Paul’s School), 
Jeff Gallant (Boston College), Grant Gosselin (Babson College), 
Diane Raymond (New England College), Peg Richmond (Keene 
State College), Cheryl Ryan (Branford High School), Cicily Shaw 
(Boston Trinity Academy), Beth Wiser (University of Vermont) and 
Mo Zelaya (Buckingham, Browne & Nichols School). Additionally, 
Summer Institute 2011 was able to award registration scholarships 
to four participants through the generosity of NEACAC and ACT.

Participants were encouraged 
to offer insight, collaborate on 
handling difficult scenarios and 
ask many questions in a variety 
of settings. Mentor Groups 
facilitated discussion and inti-
mate dialogue between a small 
group of attendees and the two 
faculty members assigned to 
mentor them. Larger sessions 
brought the entire Institute 
together to hear from a series 
of outside speakers. Kendra 
Lider-Johnson, from MEFA, 
described the fundamentals 
of Financial Aid, Joy St. John 

(Wellesley College) demystified the complexities of FERPA and Paul 
Bonito (Boston College) offered advice in discussing the challenges 
of Multi-Cultural Recruitment. 

Between the sessions, the networking and the professionalism exhib-
ited by the participants, Summer Institute 2011 was a giant success.  
At the closing ceremony the enthusiasm and energy from the audience 
in the auditorium were palpable. Mariclare O’Neal, a secondary school 
counselor who attended the Institute, remarked, “It was a wonderful 
experience that I know will positively shape my development as a 
School Counselor. I have tremendous passion for this field and look 
forward to using all I learned this week to help me grow into my role 
as an educator and counselor at Chelmsford High School.”

Educators entering the field of secondary school counseling or 
college admission are strongly encouraged to attend Summer Insti-
tute 2012, July 23-26, 2012 (location TBA). Registration will open 
in January 2012. This is a fantastic way to launch your career and 
learn from seasoned professionals, as well as each other, and begin to 
establish yourself in this incredibly rewarding field. 

If you are interested in joining the faculty, applications are now be-
ing accepted through October 14, 2011. Please refer to the NEACAC 
website for an application and more detailed information. If you have 
any questions about Summer Institute 2012, please contact Mo Zelaya 
(Chair) at 617-800-2235 or mzelaya@bbns.org or Jeff Gallant (Co-
Chair) at 617-552-2413 or Jeffrey.gallant@bc.edu.  � 
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2011-2012 GOVERNING BOARD
New England Association for College Admission Counseling 
PO Box 418, Kittery, ME 03904 P: 603.367.3292 F: 603.947.6400 www.neacac.org

Executive Board
President	 Amy Cembor	 Wheaton College, MA	 acembor@wheatoncollege.edu	 508-286-8251
Past President	 Anne Richardson	 Kents Hill School, ME	 arichardson@kentshill.org	 207-685-4914 x174
President-Elect	 Brenda Poznanski	 Bishop Guertin High School, NH	 poznanskib@bghs.org	 603-889-4107 x4327
Vice President	 Helen Burke Montague	 Moses Brown School, RI	 helen.montague@mosesbrown.org	 401-831-7350
Secretary	 Janet Ferrari	 The Met School, RI	 jferrari@metmail.org	 401-752-2606
Treasurer	 Jon Westover	 University of Massachusetts Amherst, MA	 jonw@admissions.umass.edu	 413-545-1327
Executive Administrator	 Lynne O’Shaughnessy	 NEACAC, ME	 admin@neacac.org	 603-367-3292

Committee Chairs
Admission Practices	 Helen Burke Montague	 Moses Brown School, RI	 helen.montague@mosesbrown.org	 401-831-7350
Admission Practices	 Karen Pellegrino	 Fairfield University, CT	 kpellegrino@fairfield.edu	 203-254-4000 x2167
Annual Meeting and Conference	 Andrew Rosabianca	 Northeastern University, MA	 a.rosabianca@neu.edu	 617-373-7402
Annual Meeting and Conference	 Becca Allen	 Providence College, RI	 rallen2@providence.edu	 401-865-1980
Articles of Organization	 Chizu Shiono	 Educational Consultant, MA	 shionobeck@yahoo.com	 617-558-0681 
and By-laws
College Fairs	 John Hamel	 Suffolk University, MA	 jhamel@suffolk.edu	 617-573-8460
Communication Services	 Bill Jack	 Colby College, ME	 wkjack@colby.edu	 207-859-4825
Current Trends	 Kendra Lider-Johnson	 Massachusetts Educational	 klider-johnson@mefa.org	 617-224-4864 
		  Financial Authority, MA
External Relations	 Christine Luzi	 Framingham High School, MA	 cluzi@framingham.k12.ma.us	 508-620-4963
Finance	 Raúl Fonts	 Providence College, RI	 rfonts@providence.edu	 401-865-2754
GRAC	 Danielle Nash	 Greenwich High School, CT	 danielle_nash@greenwich.k12.ct.us	 203- 625-8092
IDEA	 Matt Lane	 Hopkins School, CT	 mlane@hopkins.edu	 203-397-1001 x229
Member Services	 Karen Gerrior-Mariani	 Brandeis University, MA	 klgm@brandeis.edu	 781-736-3513
NECBAC Member-at-Large	 Leykia Brill	 Amherst College, MA	 ldbrill@amherst.edu	 413-542-5345
Nominating	 David Hautanen	 Northeastern University, MA	 d.hautanen@neu.edu	 617-373-5033
Professional Development	 Liz Cheron	 Northeastern University, MA	 e.cheron@neu.edu	 617-373-2155
Technology Services	 Abby Motson	 University of Alabama, AL	 aemotson@ua.edu	 617-372-6088
Two Year Colleges	 Karen Lavoie	 Nashua Community College, NH	 klavoie@ccsnh.edu	 603-578-8900 x 1760

Assembly Delegates
Chief Delegate, Anne Richardson	 Kents Hills School, ME	 arichardson@kentshill.org	 207-685-4914 x174
Michelle Beauregard	 Bryant University, RI	 mbeaureg@bryant.edu	 401-232-6722
Madeleine Bergstrom	 Western New England University, MA	 mbergstrom@wne.edu	 413-782-1740
Amy Cembor	 Wheaton College, MA	 acembor@wheatoncollege.edu	 508-286-8251
Liz Cheron	 Northeastern University, MA	 e.cheron@neu.edu	 617-373-2155
Jason Cloutier	 Xavier University, OH	 cloutierj@xavier.edu	 413-527-5358
Kirk Daulerio	 The Common Application, Inc., ME	 kdaulerio@commonapp.org	 207-607-0882
Jim Fowler	 Dean College, MA	 jfowler@dean.edu	 508-541-1547
Dee Gardner	 University of Maine, ME	 dgardner@maine.edu	 207-253-5195
Jackie Gould	 Endicott College, MA	 jgould@endicott.edu	 978-232-2879
Christine Hickey	 Providence College, RI	 cahickey@providence.edu	 401-865-1236
Caroline Higgins	 Westwood High School, MA	 chiggins@westwood.k12.ma.us	 781-326-7500 x3134
Bill Hughen	 Hudson School District, NH	 whughen@alvirnehs.org	 603-886-1260 x2503
Cindy Jacobs	 Malden Catholic High School, MA	 jacobsc@maldencatholic.org	 781-322-3098 x326
Matt Lane	 Hopkins School, CT	 mlane@hopkins.edu	 203-397-1001 x229
Donna  Lyons	 Longmeadow High School, MA	 dlyons@longmeadow.k12.ma.us	 413-565-4244 x420
Kathi Moody	 Lynnfield High School, MA	 kamoody@hotmail.com	 781-334-5820 x1116
Brenda Poznanski	 Bishop Guertin High School, NH	 poznanskib@bghs.org	 603-889-4107 x4327
Marguerite Raymo	 Jonathan Law High School, CT	 mraymo@milforded.org	 203-783-3574 x5568
Anne Richardson	 Kents Hill School, ME	 arichardson@kentshill.org	 207-685-4914 x174
Mario Silva-Rosa	 Assumption College, MA	 silva@assumption.edu	 508-767-7107
Wanda Suriel	 Regis College, MA	 wanda.suriel@regiscollege.edu	 781-768-7060

Alternate Delegates
Shayna Bailey	 Framingham State University, MA	 sbailey2@framingham.edu	 508-626-4506
Meg Ryan	 The Williams School, CT	 mryan@williamsschool.org	 860-443-5333

Summer Institutes
Summer Institute Chair	 Mo Zelaya	 Buckinham Browne @ Nichols, MA	 mzelaya@bbns.org	 617-800-2235
Summer Institute Co-Chair	 Jeff Gallant	 Boston College, MA	 gallanje@bc.edu	 617-552-3100
ASSCSI Co-Chair	 Kelly  Richards	 St. George’s School, RI	 kelly_richards@stgeorges.edu	 401-842-6634
ASSCSI Co-Chair	 Deb Johns	 Yale University, CT	 debra.johns@yale.edu	 203-432-9316

NEACAC Newsletter Editorial Staff:
Mary Bellamy, Cape Cod Academy, Chair of Newsletter Sub-Committee
Bill Jack, Colby College, Chair of Communication Services Committee
Editorial Board: Madeleine Bergstrom, Western New England University;  
Meghan Ryan, The Williams School; and Christine Hickey, Providence College
Graphics: Design & Print Interests, LLC
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Fall is here and so is the start of a 
new school year.  New students have 
started at our institutions, both high 
schools and colleges, and we have all 
returned to the usual frenzied pace 
of the fall.  On the college side, most 
of us are globe-trotting to meet with 
counselors and students in their home 
areas, while high school counselors are 
busy writing recommendations, meet-
ing with droves of admission officers, 
and counseling panicked students.  
The energy in the air is palpable!

Of course, for some of our vol-
unteers in NEACAC, the summer 

was far from quiet and calm.  I had the pleasure of greeting almost 75 
new or nearly new members of our profession at Summer Institute 
in July.  This four-day workshop, held at Southern New Hampshire 
University, was led by Anthony Berry (Trinity College), Courtney 
Skerritt (Hockaday School), and their dedicated group of faculty.  All 
accounts of the Institute tell of a remarkable group of new profes-
sionals who learned a lot about our field while getting to know one 
another in the process.  

Also in July, 40 counselors attended the Advanced Secondary 
School Counselors Summer Institute that took place at Wheaton 
College (MA).  These counselors, who have been in the profession for 
at least five years, came to this Institute to share best practices, hear 
from a panel of college deans, and visit three colleges in Providence.  
Again here, much information was shared and new connections were 
formed, all thanks to a great group of faculty with Kelly Richards 
(St. George’s School) at the helm.

At a third gathering this summer, NEACAC’s Governing Board 
held its annual Leadership Development Institute (LDI).  For two 
days at Endicott College in August, Committee Chairs, Assembly 
Delegates and alternate Delegates met with the Executive Board to 
identify goals and set the stage for a year of collaboration and leader-
ship in the organization.  Together we also had our first Governing 
Board meeting of the year, approved a robust 2011-2012 budget, 
and announced the work of three ad hoc committees: the Ad Hoc 
Committees on Leadership and Governance (both of which began 
their work last year and have moved into phase two), and the Strategic 
Plan Task Force.  I think it is safe to say that we all left LDI energized 
for the year, but with a rather long “list of things to do”!

A heartfelt thank you to all the volunteers who spent so much 
of their personal time this summer making NEACAC what it is.  
And thank you, too, to the institutions that support NEACAC’s 
important work!  

As always, I am available via email, acembor@wheatoncollege.edu, 
or phone, 508-286-3772, if you ever have a question or concern.  

Wishing you all a safe and happy fall,
Amy M. Cembor
President, NEACAC
Wheaton College (MA) � 

NEACAC Helps 
Springfield 

school rebuild 

Students at Cathedral High School in Springfield, MA found 
their school year cut short on June 1st when tornadoes severely 
damaged the structure.   Nearby Elms College welcomed Ca-
thedral’s students to its campus to finish up the academic year.   
The fall opening of school has been delayed a week (until after 
Labor Day), as Cathedral is moving temporarily to a vacant 
elementary school in Wilbraham, a neighboring community. 

The New England Association of College Admission 
Counseling (NEACAC) is committed to helping Cathedral 
recover and rebuild. Supported by NEACAC, Cathedral will 
receive a year’s complimentary membership to both NACAC 
and NEACAC. Membership to NACAC gives the Cathedral 
counselors the opportunity to access fee waivers for college 
applications, among other professional opportunities.  The 
school will also receive $1000 to help get its guidance office 
up and running again.  NEACAC is assisting in the search 
for a new venue for the college fair Cathedral usually holds 
in late October, as the temporary facility is small and not 
appropriate for a college fair.  Springfield College has already 
been contacted and work is underway to help host this event 
for Cathedral and local area high school students.

 It is NEACAC’s hope that our member colleges will reach 
out to Cathedral by visiting them at their temporary site and 
understanding the magnitude of this natural disaster.   Please 
feel free to contact the Cathedral guidance staff, either Cheryl 
Del Viscio, director (cdelviscio@cathedralhigh.org) or Pat 
Gregory (patgregory@cathedralhigh.org), phone 413-782-
5285. The former address is still active: 260 Surrey Road, 
Springfield, MA 01118. 

 NEACAC is also looking for an individual who is interested 
in submitting a NACAC Imagine fund Grant for Cathedral 
High School to continue to receive the assistance needed to 
help its students through the admission process. The NA-
CAC Imagine Fund supports the work of college admission 
counseling professionals as they help students realize their full 
educational potential. The fund advances the profession by 
offering varying amounts of funding for either professional 
development or student programming.  If you are interested in 
writing a grant to help Cathedral or any other secondary school 
in need, please check the NACAC website for an application. 

 Cathedral High School was founded in 1883 and currently 
enrolls approximately 450 students, who hail from throughout 
western Massachusetts.   It is a school steeped in history which 
has sent thousands of students on to post-secondary education. 
Known for its high caliber of students, Cathedral boasts a 96% 
college placement rate. 
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The 2011 Harry R. Carroll  
Distinguished Service AwarD

NEACAC’s 2011 
IDEAL Award

The Harry R. Carroll Distinguished Service Award is awarded 
annually to a college admissions counseling professional whose 
contributions and achievements merit special recognition and 

whose work reflects the spirit and principles of Harry. R. Carroll.  
Harry R. Carroll (1924-1982) was known for his sense of fair 
play and good humor, leadership, guidance and wise counsel 
to colleagues both in New England and throughout the United 
States.  His standards of excellence, his dedication to fair and 
impartial work on behalf of students and his commitment to 
the ethical standards of the admissions profession have set a 
high mark for those who follow. 

This award is presented to an individual in the admission and 
counseling professions whose outstanding contributions and 
achievement deserve special recognition. The 2011 recipient for 
the Harry R. Carroll Distinguished Service Award is Sam Smith, 
from Stonehill College in Easton, MA.  Sam was recognized at 
an awards ceremony held on June 9, 2011 during the Annual 
Meeting and Conference at Stonehill. � 

The IDEAL (Inclu-
sion, Diversity, Educa-
tion, Access and Lead-
ership) Award seeks 
to recognize an indi-
vidual, institution or 
organization that has 
demonstrated consis-
tent and long-standing 
commitment to issues 

of access (including, but not limited to, students of color, first 
generation students, low-income, undocumented and or LB-
GTQ). The recipient of this award is actively engaged in activities 
associated with access and has demonstrated a long-standing 
commitment to and positive outcome for students. The 2011 
NEACAC IDEAL award recipient is Louisa M. Martin, from 
Southern New Hampshire University. Louisa was recognized 
at an awards ceremony at Stonehill College during the Annual 
Meeting and Conference on Thursday, June 9, 2011.  � 



5

N E A C A C

NEACAC’s 2011  
William S. Neal Rising Star Award

NEACAC Member Recipient  
of NACAC’s Rising Star Award

The 2011 William S. Neal Rising Star Award was awarded to 
Sarah Brookshire of Emerson College, MA. This award honors 
the legacy of William S. Neal, a quintessential New Englander 
whose warm steadfast leadership and guidance touched the lives 
of many students, families and counselors during his thirty-two 
years in the profession. 

The William S. Neal Award passes Bill’s torch to a NEACAC 
member who has been engaged in association activities and who 
has shown particular commitment to students and the profession, 
with promise for continued service and leadership. Sarah was 
recognized at an awards ceremony held during the Annual Meet-
ing and Conference at Stonehill College on June 9th, 2011.  

Each year, NACAC honors professionals or programs that have 
demonstrated excellence in the field of higher education. Each 
state and regional affiliate is asked to identify these individuals 
or programs so that they will be recognized and encouraged to 
continue their good work through membership in NACAC.

NACAC’s 2011 Rising Star for New England is Bill Jack from 
Colby College, ME. His nominator, Elizabeth Cheron from 
Northeastern University, describes Bill as “ambitious, committed, 
thorough, motivated and a team player.” Bill has served for three 
years on NEACAC’s Professional Development Committee and 
for three years on NEACAC’s Annual Meeting and Conference 
Committee. Additionally, he is the incoming chair of NEACAC’s 
Communications Services Committee. This fall Bill will co-chair 
NEACAC’s Students in Admissions Forum (SIAF) for the third 
year in a row.  Under Bill’s leadership this event has grown to 
over 200 attendees.  Last year, as co-chair of our “Colleagues and 
Conversation” networking program in Maine, Bill increased the 
number of counselors attending to thirty from the previous year’s 
ten through his marketing and recruitment efforts.  Bill has contrib-
uted greatly to the success of our Annual Meeting and Conference 
by serving on the Welcoming and Evaluation Committee for two 
years. In all that he does, Bill attends to the details, goes where he 
is needed, and gives 100%.

NACAC’s Rising Star recipients will be recognized at the national 
conference in New Orleans, LA this fall. They will also receive a 
complimentary individual membership for one year in NACAC 
and their state or regional affiliate and complimentary registration 
to the national conference for the current year. The winner will 
also be announced in the NACAC Bulletin.

On behalf of NEACAC, congratulations to Bill for all of his hard 
work. � 
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